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while another branch pushes over the Hellespont into the coast lands of Western Asia Minor. Of these Aryan peoples the eastern branch is the more advanced; the western or Hellenic is still in the neolithic stage, perhaps as late as the fifteenth century. The eastern or Phrygian branch should probably not be called Hellenic at all.
Manifestly the Africans, the Minoans, were a seafaring folk who spread over the Archipelago and developed their culture in the Archipelago. Whether the first occupants of the mainland east and west of the ^Egean were precursors of the Minoans of the same original stock, who remained neolithic and unprogressive, or were precursors of the Aryans, or were of a race distinct from both, remains uncertain; the presumption at least is that they were not Aryan. But by the time when the Minoan culture, architecture, pottery, and manners and customs thereby portrayed, achieved a sudden predominance in the south of European Greece, apparently about the end of the fourteenth century and during the thirteenth century, it would seem that that region was mainly inhabited by a population of mixed descent, partly, though not perhaps predominantly, Hellenic, over whom Minoan invaders established a supremacy.
The Minoan culture on the mainland belongs entirely to the "late Minoan" period, which lasted approximately from 1500 to 1200. But the early and middle bronze-using Minoan culture had dominated the ^Sgean islands for something like fifteen hundred years before. The "middle Minoan" period corresponds approximately to what we have called the Middle Kingdom of Egypt, and the Hyksos period, covering the centuries from the twentieth to the sixteenth. It was a little before this time, at the end of the "early Minoan" period, that Troy passed out of the neolithic stage, influenced though not dominated by the Minoan culture; from which we may infer that, whether neolithic Troy was already Phrygian or not, it was, at any rate, not African. As In European Greece, so also in Western Asia Minor, we incline to the hypothesis that during the next few centuries the population became one of mixed descent combining Phrygians and pre-Phrygians, but with the Phrygian element predominating in the north, and the pre-Phrygian or Carian in the south.
At a very early stage, Knossos must have been a center of political power wielded by an imperial dynasty. Spacious architectural conceptions are evident in the earliest designs, which must have been earlier than the twentieth century. The Cretan ifaonarchs preferred palace building to temple, building, and in that field they left the Egyptians far behind. From one point of view the most surprising characteristic is the presence of great drainage works on a scale unknown in the ancient world except to the Romans; and, from another, the representations of ladies of the Minoan court clad in raiment.'.